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Now, even Mr. Bolten would recog-

nize the number of judges being sent to 
us has been pretty slow. But that is no 
excuse. We will be happy to move for-
ward on nominations, generally. The 
White House needs a lot of these peo-
ple, and we understand that. There has 
to be a give and take on this, as the 
White House showed the week before 
the recess, which Mr. Bolten and I 
worked on. 

So I am convinced there are a lot of 
things we can do. The farm bill is 
something where we also need the co-
operation of the White House. The 
managers of this bill have worked very 
hard—the Senator from Georgia and 
the Senator from Iowa—along with the 
two managers of the bill, as it relates 
to finance, who have worked with their 
counterparts in the House. We need to 
get a little better work from the White 
House. We have basically worked out 
the numbers. We cut back the Presi-
dent’s numbers. We are working on the 
offsets now. That should be something 
we can do. We need to have the White 
House engaged in this, but more so 
than they have been. 

The farm bill is important. I tell my 
distinguished counterpart that I heard 
about this farm bill during the break. I 
had calls from many of my Senators 
asking what can be done about this. We 
are trying. As Senator MCCONNELL 
notes, Senator CHAMBLISS, the ranking 
member on the Agriculture Com-
mittee, has worked with Senator HAR-
KIN. We are doing our best to work 
through this. I hope we can get some-
thing done so we don’t have to extend 
it again. The bill expires again on April 
18. We cannot go on without renewing 
this bill and/or passing a new bill. If we 
do not renew this legislation, the price 
of milk will basically go back to 1949 
levels. Based on that, a half gallon of 
milk would be about $5. So we have a 
lot of work to do. 

I appreciate the constructive atti-
tude of the Senator from Kentucky. I 
don’t agree with a lot of his illustra-
tions, but I think it was a positive 
statement. I hope we can work some-
thing out on these and other issues. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Kentucky is 
recognized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
appreciate the spirit in which the ma-
jority leader addressed my remarks on 
the housing issue. I think it is safe to 
say there is interest on both sides in 
moving forward. Whatever reservations 
we have on this side relate to how the 
minority will be treated once we have 
made the decision to move forward. 
This is something the majority leader 
and I will continue to discuss, as we 
have in the last few weeks. 

With regard to judges, with the best 
of intentions, the majority leader and I 
both came up with what we thought 
was a reasonable goal for the number 
of circuit judges that ought to be ap-
proved in this Congress based on the 
pattern of each of the last three Presi-
dents, which had, from their point of 

view, the misfortune of ending their 
terms with the opposition in control of 
the Senate. The lowest number 
achieved in circuit judges was under 
President Clinton. It was 15. We cur-
rently have six. If we are going to have 
any chance of getting to what the ma-
jority leader and I agreed was at least 
a modest, achievable goal in this Con-
gress, we have a ways to go. I am not 
blaming him for that. It strikes me 
that the Judiciary Committee simply 
isn’t functioning. But it remains the 
goal of mine—and I hope it is still his 
goal—to meet a sort of minimal thresh-
old of an acceptable level of circuit 
judge confirmations. 

I appreciate the attitude in which the 
majority leader has pursued that issue 
from the beginning of this Congress. I 
hope we can continue to work to try to 
get to some level that would be widely 
considered by any objective standard 
as a fair number in this situation. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The Senator from Georgia is recog-
nized. 

Mr. DORGAN. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. ISAKSON. Yes. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized to speak for 30 minutes in morn-
ing business following the presentation 
of the Senator from Georgia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Georgia is recog-

nized. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today, 
I will pay tribute and make some 
celebratory remarks about two excit-
ing lives in my community. First is the 
upcoming celebration of the 80th birth-
day of Mack Henderson, a man in my 
community who, besides being a leader, 
has been a warm and trusted friend. He 
and his wife Jean have been pillars of 
our community. The women’s health 
care facility in Kennesaw was named 
after them as a tribute. Mack’s daugh-
ter lives in this area, in Alexandria, 
VA. She has been a great friend to me. 
The entire Henderson family is going 
to gather to celebrate the 80th birth-

day of Mack Henderson, a great Amer-
ican and a great citizen of Cobb Coun-
ty. I wish him a most happy birthday. 

On March 10, another birthday oc-
curred—the very first of my grandson, 
William Edwin Isakson, born to my son 
Kevin and his wife Katherine Isakson. 
William is our eighth grandchild. He 
weighed 7 pound 9 ounces. He has a 
great future ahead, and I wish him the 
very best. 

It occurred to me, when I was coming 
to the floor to pay tribute to Mack 
Henderson on his 80th birthday and to 
recognize the birth of my eighth grand-
child, that as I look into the future, I 
wonder about what has been said in re-
cent months about Social Security and 
Medicare and about what Mack Hen-
derson has enjoyed in his life and what 
I hope we can save and procure for the 
life of young William Edwin Isakson. 

In Mack’s early years, Social Secu-
rity was created. It was a promise to 
Mack and to every citizen in America 
that when you reach the age of 65, and 
when you sign up and are declared eli-
gible, you will receive a supplement to 
help you in your retirement years. 
Mack has been retired for 15 years and 
is enjoying the benefit of that. 

Last week, the Social Security Ad-
ministration sent out a mailer noti-
fying us that the time the Social Secu-
rity goes bust is now moved forward to 
2041. So in Mack’s lifetime, Social Se-
curity was created, and by the 33rd 
birthday of my new grandson, Social 
Security will be gone. Even worse, 
Medicare, created after Social Secu-
rity, has benefitted Mack. He has had a 
heart transplant and other medical 
problems, and he came through them 
with the help and assistance of Medi-
care. As for my grandson William, be-
fore he is a teenager, Medicare will be 
broke, inverted, and gone. As a Member 
of the Senate who takes a privilege to 
come to this floor and celebrate the 
birthday of a great friend and the birth 
of a new grandson, I know I have some 
work to do. So do the other 99 Senators 
and the 435 Representatives on the 
other side of this building. 

The President who serves now, and 
who will go out of office in January, 
has made an effort on Social Security, 
and it was rejected by organizations 
and others. It was an effort of privat-
ization. 

The next President will not be so 
lucky to be able to neglect this. Time 
is running out. The next President will 
probably serve for 8 years. When they 
are out, it will be 2018, 1 year before 
Medicare goes broke. I don’t think we 
can afford to allow that to happen. 

As I come to the floor and pay trib-
ute to these great lives which are so 
meaningful and significant to me, it is 
also an early warning for all of us to 
get to work on Medicare and Social Se-
curity. I commend JUDD GREGG, the 
Senator from New Hampshire, for his 
efforts time and again to get us to deal 
forthrightly with these issues. They 
are not going to be easy. 
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